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Abstract: Heterobimetallic supramolecular polymers were pre-
pared by treatment of the supramolecular polymers composed
of tris(spiroborate) type molecular connecting modules with a
potassium cation. On the other hand, the addition of a barium
cation led to dissociation of the supramolecular polymer chain.
Modulation of polymer formation was realized by the use of small
metal cations as a control factor.

The development of metallosupramolecular polymers is recog-
nized as one of the most important approaches for the creation of
functionalized nanomaterials because these polymers show potential
for charge or electron transfer and other optoelectronic character-
istics.1 Coordination polymers are representatives of this class of
compounds.2 Bifunctional bisterpyridine ligands are employed as
coordination sites to transition metal cations, such as iron(II),
cobalt(II), nickel(II), copper(II), zinc(II), ruthenium(II), and irid-
ium(III), to construct the metallosupramolecular polymers.3 Here,
the metal centers play key roles in both polymerization and
generation of physical properties mainly derived from the metal-
to-ligand charge transfer (MLCT) and redox behavior. On the other
hand, minimal attention has been paid to the development of
metallosupramolecular polymers formed by host-guest interaction.4

In those polymers, the chemical modification of ligand moieties
can be avoided, thus allowing us to employ a wide range of
functional metal complexes as monomers.

In our previous report, we demonstrated that back to back twin-
bowl-shaped D3-symmetric tris(spiroborate) cyclophanes 13- act as
molecular connecting modules to form a one-dimensional array of
cationic guest molecules owing to electrostatic and CH-π interac-
tions.5 In this case, we chose [Ir(tpy)2]3+ (tpy ) 2,2′:6′,2′′-
terpyridine) as a guest because the trianionic twin bowl requires a
tricationic guest to balance the total charge of the chain structure.
As the next stage of this work, we have moved on to the preparation
of heteromultimetallic supramolecular polymers that contain two
or more kinds of metals in a single polymer chain, since the
introduction of various metals to supramolecular polymers would
be advantageous for the creation of new functional materials.6 Twin
bowls 13- have two kinds of molecular recognition sites: two bowl-
shaped cavities and a crown-ether-like cavity that would be able
to bind a suitable guest individually. The utilization of these two
different recognition modes makes it possible to construct a
supramolecular polymer that is composed of three components: the

twin bowl, a cationic guest complex (for the bowl-shaped cavities),
and a metal cation (for the crown-ether-like cavity) (Figure 1). In
this case, the sum of charges of the supramolecular polymer is
expected to strongly affect the degree of polymerization, and this
allows us to regulate the metallosupramolecular polymer formation
by the use of a metal cation as a control factor. Herein we
demonstrate the construction of heterobimetallic supramolecular
polymers by using tris(spiroborate) cyclophanes as the molecular
connecting module in both solution and crystal phases and describe
the modulation of their degree of polymerization by adjusting
countercharges.

The guest inclusion behavior of the crown-ether-like cavity
of 13- was observed in the crystal state (see the Supporting
Information, Figure S1).7 Treatment of rac-1a · (Me2NH2)3 with
potassium or barium trifluoromethanesulfonate (KOTf or
Ba(OTf)2) in DMF and subsequent vapor diffusion crystallization
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Figure 1. Chemical structures of twin bowls 1 · (Me2NH2)3 and 2 · (BF4)2

(top), and a schematic representation of the formation or dissociation of
the supramolecular polymer chain by the addition of K+ or Ba2+ as a control
factor (bottom).
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with diethyl ether gave colorless prismatic crystals. In the crystals,
potassium and barium cations were incorporated at the center of
the crown-ether-like cavity of 1a3- to form complexes [1a ·K ·
(dmf)2]2- and [1a ·Ba · (dmf)4]-, respectively. Here, the total charge
of the molecular connecting module was controlled by choosing
the valence of the metal cation added: the addition of the
potassium(+) cation gave a total charge of 2- and the addition of
the barium(2+) cation gave 1-. These countercharges are expected
to strongly affect the polymerization behavior of the molecular
connecting module with the cationic guest complexes.

Then, the formation of the metallosupramolecular polymers was
examined by mixing twin bowl (+)-1c · (Me2NH2)3 with
[Fe(tpy)2](BF4)2 (2 · (BF4)2) in the absence or presence of potassium
or barium trifluoromethanesulfonate in DMF-d7/CDCl3 (1:2). Ac-
cording to 1H NMR measurement, almost all the signals assigned
to tpy were shifted upfield in each case, indicating that 22+ was
recognized by the bowl-shaped cavities of 1c3- to form the
supramolecular chain structure (Figure 2). A difference was noted
in the behavior of the signal assigned to Ha (assignment shown in
Figure 1) before and after the addition of potassium salt. In the
absence of the potassium cation, only a small shift of the Ha signal
was observed because this proton was located inside the crown-
ether-like cavity where the anisotropic effect of the naphthalene
rings was small. In the presence of the potassium cation, the crown-
ether-like cavity was occupied and the Ha proton on tpy would be
kicked outside of the cavity to result in the upfield shift of the 1H
NMR signal. The upfield shift of tpy protons was diminished when
barium trifluoromethanesulfonate was added. In this case, each
repeating unit has a charge of 1+, and this positive charge is
accumulated in the long chain structure to result in the weakened
association between the twin bowl and the spherical guest.
Moreover, the coordination of DMF-d7 molecules to the barium
center would prevent the host-guest interaction of these monomer
units. The association/dissociation behavior of these polymers could
also be monitored by the shift of the 1H signals assigned to the 4-
and 5-position of the naphthalene ring of 1c3- (marked by an
asterisk). Their upfield shift found in Figure 2b, caused by the
anistropic effect of tpy, was decreased by the addition of metal
cations (in Figure 2c and d), due to the avoidance of a deep

association between 1c3- and 22+. The larger decrease of the upfield
shift seen in Figure 2d indicated that addition of the barium cation
led to the dissociation of the polymer chain.

The sizes of the supramolecular polymers consisting of 13- and
22+ were compared by means of 2D-DOSY NMR measurement in
CDCl3 using the BPPSTE pulse sequence (see the Supporting
Information, Figure S2).8 As the molecular connecting module, (+)-
1d · (Me2NH2)3 bearing six cetyl groups at the 6-position of each
naphthalene ring was employed because the metallosupramolecular
polymers formed by 1d3- exhibit high solubility in CDCl3, in which
the polymerization would be advantageous rather than in DMF-d7

owing to the solvophobic effect on the cationic guest. Thus, the
diffusion coefficient (D) of 1d3- in (+)-1d · (Me2NH2)3 was
determined to be 1.8 × 10-10 m2 s-1 (the corresponding hydrody-
namic radius is ca. 2 nm). The D value of 1d3- was decreased to
0.90 × 10-10 m2 s-1 when the measurement was carried out with
1d ·2 ·Me2NH2, which was obtained by reprecipitation of the
mixture of (+)-1d · (Me2NH2)3 and 2 · (BF4)2 with an excess amount
of ethanol. This indicates the formation of a supramolecular polymer
structure. It is worthy to note that a smaller D value (0.35 × 10-10

m2 s-1) was observed with K+-containing metallosupramolecular
polymer [1d ·K] ·2, which was obtained from the mixture of (+)-
1d · (Me2NH2)3, 2 · (BF4)2, and KOTf. This implies that the presence
of the potassium cation harmonized the charge in the metallosu-
pramolecular polymer to result in polymer elongation. The removal
of a dimethylammonium cation would also be advantageous for
the growth of the polymer chain. On the other hand, a larger D
value (1.5 × 10-10 m2 s-1) was observed with the product obtained
from the mixture of (+)-1d · (Me2NH2)3, 2 · (BF4)2, and Ba(OTf)2,
which was purified according to the same reprecipitation protocol
as above.9 In this case, [Fe(tpy)2]2+ was partly dissolved into the
ethanol layer during the reprecipitation, probably due to destabiliza-
tion of the polymer structure. DLS measurement in chloroform also
indicated that the average particle size of 1d ·2 ·Me2NH2 was smaller
than that of the potassium-containing supramolecular polymer and
larger than that of the barium-containing one (see the Supporting
Information, Figure S3).

The polymerization state of [1d ·K] ·2 in solution was examined
by analytical ultracentrifugation sedimentation velocity (AUC-
SV).10 Parameters required for data analysis, such as a partial
specific volume of the compound, were experimentally determined
in this study. As shown in Figure 3, sedimentation coefficient
distribution (C(s)) analysis apparently showed the formation of
polymerized [1d ·K] ·2 with sedimentation coefficient (s-values) 3.1,
4.8, and 6.9 S. The shape factor (f/f0) obtained from C(s) analysis
was 1.26. Consistently, the two-dimensional spectrum analysis with
Monte Carlo simulation (2DSA-MC) provided four discrete species,

Figure 2. 1H NMR spectra (500 MHz, 25 °C, in DMF-d7/CDCl3 (1:2),
4.2 mM for each component) of (a) 2 · (BF4)2; (b) 2 · (BF4)2 and (+)-
1c · (Me2NH2)3; (c) 2 · (BF4)2, (+)-1c · (Me2NH2)3, and KOTf; (d) 2 · (BF4)2,
(+)-1c · (Me2NH2)3, and Ba(OTf)2; and (e) (+)-1c · (Me2NH2)3.

Figure 3. AUC-SV results of [1d ·K] ·2. (a) s-value distribution obtained
from C(s) analysis. (b) s-value and shape factor distribution obtained from
2DSA-MC (molecular weight of major discrete species were indicated in
the figure).
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3.5, 5.0, 6.5, and 7.3 S with their f/f0 of 1.00, 1.28, 1.28, and 1.28,
respectively. Thus, the molecular weight (Mw) estimates using the
s-values and the corresponding f/f0 were 22600, 56400, 84100, and
99300, showing the formation of the 8-mer, 20-mer, 29-mer, and
34-mer of [1d ·K] · 2. Considering the error of Mw from AUC-SV,
these AUC-SV results indicate that [1d ·K] ·2 forms the 8- to 10-
mer supramolecular polymer and this basic polymer further
constitutes larger supramolecular polymers in solution.

To determine the precise structure of the heterobimetallic
supramolecular polymer, X-ray diffraction analysis of rac-[1b ·K] ·2
was carried out (Figure 4).7 In its crystal structure, potassium and
iron were iteratively positioned to form a heterobimetallic 1D array
through nonbonding interaction. The average distance between
potassium and iron was estimated to be 7.5 Å, and the length of
one repeating unit was determined to be 14.9 Å. When compared
with the length of 14.0 Å previously found in the crystal structure
of rac-1b · [Ir(tpy)2], only a small difference was noted between
them in spite of the steric hindrance of the potassium cation in
[1b ·K] · 2. This indicates that charge control upon supramolecular
polymerization is effectively achieved by the addition of the
potassium cation.

In conclusion, heterobimetallic supramolecular polymers were
prepared by utilization of the dual molecular recognition modes of
tris(spiroborate) molecular connecting module 13-. From NMR
measurements, it was found that the polymerization with 13- and
22+ was enhanced by the addition of a potassium cation, whereas
the presence of a barium cation disturbed the association of the
monomers. AUC-SV showed that heterobimetallic supramolecular
polymers with polymerization units up to 34-mer are formed in
solution. X-ray crystallographic analysis revealed the molecular
structure of the heterobimetallic supramolecular polymer, in which
two kinds of metal centers line up to form an iterative metal array.
Studies of the introduction of various metal guests into the
metallosupramolecular polymers for the rational design of their
physical properties are in progress.
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Figure 4. Crystal structure of rac-[1b ·K] · 2: (a) a view of the crystal
packing from b axis; (b) the side view of the single polymer chain (almost
from c axis). K+ and Fe2+ ions are shown as purple and sky blue spheres,
respectively. Free solvent molecules are omitted for clarity.
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